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SUMMARY

An Attempt to make clear Spatial Structure and its Landscapes of the Agricultural
Production in the Matsumoto City Area,
Central Highland Japan

Takahiko YOSHIDA

Containning the Matsumoto City Area, the Matsumoto Basin lies on the Honshu’s
inland central portion and is nestled within high moutainous areas such as Hida
Mountains on the western side and Utsukushi Highlands on the eastern side. Its altitude
is approximately from 600 to 700 meters above sea level and have a characteristic inland
climate.

Concerning landforms, this area is composed of alluvial lowland and diluvial upland
sections. The former occupies central portion of the Matsumoto Basin and are mostly
devoted to rice cultivation. The latter, diluvial upland terraces occupies and extends
surrounding the outer portion of the central alluvial lowland, especially in the western
and southern sections. The lowland and the upland areas are divided by the fan margins
formed on the upper river stream sides of the lowland area.

On the upland terraces several field crops such as fruits and vegetables suited spacies
for cool upland climates having relative small rainfall and high summer temperatures are
prosperously culitivated.

In 1964, Matsumoto City was designated as the New Industrial City and during the
Industrial High Rate Growth Era, manufacturings primarily based on precision machines
and electronics parts making sectors remarkably expanded.

Since then industrialization and urbanization have created numerous employment
opportunities which have attracted not only the young but many farmers as well. The
majority of farmers is currently employed in other occupations, and the percentage of
part time farmers, therefore, high.

During 1970s and 80s large scale land reclamation have been fostered with state and
municipal government financial supports and resulted in completion effective irrigation
systems and arrangement of regularly plotted farmland with large tracts suitable for
machine working. Based on such land reclamations, excellent labour saving technologies
are developed and established in rice cultivation sector specially. Those had accerelated
to increase the number of farmers who were called “holiday farmers”, commuting and
engaged in nonagricultural works in urban areas in the week days and work in their farm

only holidays.





