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The use of sentence-final particles in conjectural expressions:
An analysis of Matsumoto dialect according to
the theory of spoken discourse

Hiroko OKI

Key words: sentence-final particles, Matsumoto dialect, conjectural expressions, the meanings of
words, the meanings of sentences, the meanings of spoken discourse

Abstract: In studies of dialectal expressions, informants usually construe a sentence concluding in
a sentence-final particle as a conjectural expression. Grammatically, the sentence-final particle has
no conjectural meaning. This paper considers why sentences with sentence-final particles work as
conjectural expressions. The author divides the descriptive level into three layers: the word
meaning; the sentence meaning; and the expressional meaning of spoken discourse. At the word
level sentence-final particles are described as adverbs which modify a proposition and indicate the
modality of the speaker. The syntax is described using the IREKO system in which the meaning of
each particle is added hierarchically. For example, in the Matsumoto dialectal expression /asita
ame=ka=na/, the syntax is ((P: (P: asita ame) ka) na). /ka/ denotes <uncertainty about (P: asita
ame)>, while, /na/ denotes <considering (P: (P: asita ame) ka)>. In this paper the meanings of
words and the meanings of sentences are described at an abstract level. The sentence above
indicates only that the speaker is considering P's uncertainty. Therefore, when this sentence is
uttered in a real Situation with the intention of expressing conjecture by making use of connotations
of the meanings of the words and the sentence, it is interpreted as a conjecture. The conjecture is

the meaning produced at the expressional level of spoken discourse.
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