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In general the principal element in the religion of the Shilluk would seem to be the
worship which they pay to their sacred or divine kings, whether dead or alive. These
are believed to be animated by a single divine spirit, which has been transmitted
from the semi-mythical, but probably in substance historical, founder of the dynasty
through all his successors to the present day. Hence, regarding their kings as
incarnate divinities on whom the welfare of men, of cattle, and of the corn implicitly
depends, the Shilluk naturally pay them the greatest respect and take every care of
them ; and however strange it may seem to us, their custom of putting the divine king
to death as soon as he shows signs of ill-health or failing strength springs directly
from their profound veneration for him and from their anxiety to preserve him, or
rather the divine spirit by which he is animated, in the most perfect state of
efficiency : nay, we may go further and say that their practice of regicide is the best

proof they can give of the high regard in which they hold their kings.”
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